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Seas & Greetings – Dec. 2021 
 

 

Coalition earns a “Place at the Table” 
 

Seven years ago, the fledgling Working Waterfront Coalition 

set out to securely anchor the county’s maritime sector against 

the storms of gentrification. A crucial goal toward this effort 

was to achieve “a place at the table” where policies are formed 

and decisions are made. A milestone in this effort came early 

on when then-Port Commissioner Mike McAuley suggested a 

joint WWC/Port Real Estate Division committee to re-vamp the 

Port’s rental policies, a process led enthusiastically by then-

Real Estate Division Director Shirley McFerrin.   
 

A second phase of this work came when Port Executive 

Director Rob Fix suggested that, instead of hiring a consultant, 

the Real Estate Division should work with stakeholders to re-

draft the important planning document, the “Comprehensive 

Scheme of Harbor Improvements” (CSHI). The Coalition was 

invited to represent stakeholders, and this led to the Task Force 

process, the re-draft of the document, and its recent approval by 

the Commission.    
 

A third phase has begun, as we monitor the Marine Trades Area 

Redevelopment Project (including ASB lagoon) and prepare to 

comment at every turn. While there is no joint committee at this 

time, we have good communications with a Port Staff that 

encourages our participation.   
 

After three hundred hours (rough estimate of volunteer time 

invested by Coalition members during this joint WWC / Port 

process) plus untold Port staff hours, what was accomplished? 
 

Over several years we built a cooperative relationship with the 

Port. Meanwhile, the maritime sector was becoming a higher 

priority for both staff and the commission. In short, through our 

diligence and a welcoming attitude from the Port, we earned 

our “place at the table.”    
 

All well and good, but were there concrete achievements 

favorable to working waterfronts along the way?  Yes, there 

were. This list includes many solid gains from the joint 

committee work, with initiatives from the Coalition noted 

(WWC): 

• Established 10% rental discount for qualifying maritime 

companies (WWC) 

• Adoption of Port Real Estate Div. of corporate goal 

favorable to maritime sector (WWC) 

• Completed land use classification maps for all harbor 

areas 

• Included maritime-favorable policy statements in CHSI 

 

• “Water-Reliant Designations: 

o Protected working waterfronts through re-use of 

“water-reliant” language during the CSHI re-draft   

o Maintained “water-reliant” classification for Blaine 

property occupied by Sundance Yachts, instead of 

changing it to mixed-use (WWC) 

o Moved several maritime companies onto “water-

reliant” qualifying list (WWC) 

o Classified entire ASB lagoon and surrounding ‘C’ St. 

properties as “water-reliant” 

• Created “maritime-related” classification for harbor 

lands not qualifying for “water-reliant” (WWC) 

• Developed standardized rental rate schedule 

• Confirmed Commission’s authority to over-ride harbor 

land use limitations when the maritime sector would 

benefit (WWC) 
 

This list could be longer, but you get the point. The Port of 

Bellingham deserves full credit for accepting our input and 

taking actions to protect and enhance our working waterfronts. 

Credit also goes to our 140 members, without which this 

progress would not have been possible. Together we will 

continue to make a difference.   
 
 

Light Up the Night 
 

People-powered boats join the annual Lighted Boat Parade, 

December 4, 2021 on Bellingham Bay. Bellinghamsters are 

definitely all-weather water folks! 
 

 
 

Kayakers join the Lighted Boat Parade on Bellingham Bay 
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Washington’s Fisheries Round #2 

CARES Act relief ready soon 
 

Washington’s “Round 2 Spend Plan” (fisheries from July 1 to 

Dec 31, 2020) was approved Nov 1, 2021. The WA Dept of 

Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) is currently drafting 

applications.  It’s anticipated that Round 2 actual applications 

will become available in mid-to-late December 2021. 

Additional guidance will be available once applications have 

been finalized and approved by WDFW staff.  For more 

information regarding Washington’s Round 2 spend plans, 

please see the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 

(PSMFC) website. www.relief.psmfc.org/Washington-cares-

act-information 

Washington’s “Round 1” claims totaled $196,866,543 

amongst ~700 eligible participants.  However, NOAA 

Fisheries allocated $50 million to Washington State for Round 

1.  Per the State of Washington’s approved spend plan, 

PSMFC distributed 22% ($10,876,839) of the available 

Washington state funding to Washington treaty tribes, as set 

forth in the tribal set-aside addendum, and the remaining 78% 

($38,563,340) of the funds were available for non-treaty 

fisheries. 
 

Applicants received only 14.5% - 19.6% of their claim due to 

the total number of claims received and funds available for 

disbursement.  Round #1 checks were mailed in August 2021. 

 
Bold new sign on Roeder Avenue 

 

The 800 Block of Roeder Avenue now hosts a big, bold sign 

with the Coalition logo! With support from Port of Bellingham 

staff, the sign was attached to the Port-owned sheet-metal 

building where local craftsman Dave Peterson has his 

workshop. With the volume of traffic on Roeder, the location is 

ideal for public exposure. An added benefit is the moat of 

blackberries that protects the sign from vandalism!  Watch for 

it when you are next travelling the waterfront. The sign is part 

of an effort to raise awareness about the Coalition’s mission in 

our communities.  Additional signs in Fairhaven and Blaine are 

part of a long-term plan. 
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2021 Commercial Fishing  

Season Recap 
 

Alaska: Many of Whatcom County’s large contingent of 

commercial salmon fishermen migrate to Alaska for the 

summer fishing seasons. This summer, the fishing in Alaska 

was generally good and much better than 2020. The record 

Bristol Bay salmon catch of almost 50 million fish also brought 

good prices (almost double from 2020 prices) paid to 

fishermen. While sockeye fisheries in other parts of the state 

were spotty, harvest of chum salmon were down everywhere. 

Also, local purse seine fishermen who fish in Southeast Alaska 

experienced much better landings of pink salmon than last year. 

2022 promises another bumper crop of sockeye for Bristol Bay 

(possible catch of 60 million fish predicted), but Southeast 

Alaska pink prediction is lower than 2021. 
 

Salish Sea: This year’s Fraser River sockeye run, upon which 

local treaty and non-treaty seine, gillnet, and reefnet fishermen 

depend, again returned in low numbers with no commercial 

fishery on sockeye for either tribal or non-tribal fishermen. 

However, the local fleet of purse seiners, gillnetters and reefnet 

fishermen did have several days of fishing on Fraser River and 

Skagit River pink salmon. Fall fishing was spotty, with some 

good catches of silvers, but the Point Roberts and Hood Canal 

chum fisheries were very poor. 
 

2022: Because 2022 is the big cycle of sockeye on the Fraser 

River (the Adams River run), local fishermen are hopeful there 

will be a run similar to the 2018 brood year. Salish Sea pink 

salmon return to their spawning area on the odd year so will not 

be harvested in 2022.  
 

Dungeness crab fisheries in the Salish Sea and on the 

Washington Coast remain strong with good prices as domestic 

and export markets have strengthened after the initial effects of 

Covid. The coastal crab season opened on the traditional start 

date of Dec. 1 for the first time in seven years with no sign of 

the domoic (algae) acid outbreak and the crab are full of meat! 
 

It remains to be seen how the recent extreme flooding will 

impact our regional salmon runs.   
 

Maritime Washington - National 

Heritage Area to unveil  

Management Plan 
 

The Coalition, an anchor organization, will help distribute the 

DRAFT Management Plan in early 2022. Be prepared to view 

and provide feedback about this important state-wide coastal 

maritime cultural heritage program.  

 

http://www.relief.psmfc.org/Washington-cares-act-information
http://www.relief.psmfc.org/Washington-cares-act-information


 

 3 

Fair Winds and Following Seas – 

Remembrances  
 

Each person who walks our docks, drives our forklifts, or mends 

our nets is important to our maritime sector.  We recently lost 

three people who contributed so much to our working 

waterfronts. 
 

 

 

 

Brian Pemberton 

1944 – 2021 

 

Whatcom County lost a waterfront icon with the Sept. 11th  

passing of Brian Pemberton, past owner of local charter/broker 

company NW Explorations (NWE). Brian’s career included 

that of an IBM executive, licensed mariner, employer and 

Harley enthusiast. In all his roles, he set an example of how to 

do it right.   
 

Under Brian’s leadership NWE developed the highly successful 

“mother goose” flotilla tours, expanded its service department, 

and became the premier Grand Banks broker in the Northwest. 

Brian felt his last experience with NWE was the pinnacle and 

the most enjoyable of all his many business experiences. 
 

Along with Roger VanDyken, Brian was a “co-convener” of the 

first brainstorm session that led to the formation of the Working 

Waterfront Coalition. As always, Brian was recently looking 

ahead, and suggested we seek a path to a working waterfront 

childcare facility to accommodate the increasing participation 

of workers with children in the maritime workforce. All will 

benefit from Brian’s ideas for years to come.  
   

 

 

 

 

Randy Chiabai 

 1950 – 2021 

 

Growing up in Anacortes surrounded by commercial fishermen, 

Randy earned a degree from the Univ of Washington Dept of 

Fisheries. Most of his career was spent as the owner/manager 

of Redden Marine Supply helping fishermen from Alaska to 

California. Known for his cheerful, friendly, and fun-loving 

personality, Randy, diagnosed with an aggressive form of 

glioblastoma, worked up until the very end. Randy passed away 

on Oct. 25th at the age of 70. We will remember Randy’s smile, 

warmth, energy and his love for life, family, and friends 

including his many customers and coworkers.  

 
 

 

 

 

Chuck Bundrant 

1942 - 2021 

 

Chuck Bundrant, an epic figure in Alaska fisheries who started 

his career as a deck hand on a crabber and went on to co-found 

Seattle-based Trident Seafoods, passed away in October at his 

Edmonds home. He was 79. 
 

Bundrant, a fierce competitor, played a pivotal role in ushering 

in a new era in seafood harvests off Alaska as foreign fleets 

were pushed out of the 200-mile zone allowing the U.S. fleet to 

catch pollock, crab, black cod and other seafood. Trident 

Seafoods, a Coalition member, has a seafood processing facility 

here in Bellingham. Bundrant leaves a large and far-reaching 

legacy including his significant donation to the BTC Fisheries 

and Aquaculture Sciences building which he wanted named 

after his dear friends and colleagues, Bellingham residents, Edd 

& Virginia Perry.  We are all grateful to Chuck Bundrant.  

   
 

 

Coalition hiring new Program Manager 
 

The Coalition is looking to hire a Program Manager to replace 

Debbie Granger who is stepping aside to oversee the launch of 

the Marine Service Technician Apprenticeship program. The 

half-time Program Manager position oversees both the 

Coalition and its education arm, the Whatcom Working 

Waterfront Foundation, as well as our Whatcom Waterfront 

Services LLC (the health trust). 
 

Duties include: administration, financial management, 

membership management/relations, communications, and 

coordination of the governance aspects of this growing non-

profit.  
 

Qualifications include: 

• Strong communication and organizational skills 

• Ability to work effectively with a team 

• Proficiency with Microsoft Office, online 

communications, contact management platforms, and 

digital/social media  

• Familiarity with Quickbooks  

• Knowledge of working waterfront issues preferred 
 

Remote work is possible. A computer, office supplies, and a 

work space (Office in Harbor Mall, Squalicum Harbor, 

Bellingham) are available. Email for full position descriptions 

and for questions. Please send resume and cover letter to 

admin@whatcomworkingwaterfront.org.  

 

 

mailto:admin@whatcomworkingwaterfront.org
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Here’s to Next Adventures 
 

WWC members, Mark (Mack) Mackiewicz and AnnMarie 

DeCollibus, recently bid farewell to their boat, the F/V 

Steelhead, as it slowly pulled away from the slip at Squalicum 

Harbor following the recent sale of the vessel. Mack and 

AnnMarie have owned several commercial fishing boats over 

the last 40 years including a troller and gill netter and several 

tenders, including the F/V Dancer, the F/V Deco Bay and the 

F/V Steelhead. Their business, DecoMack Marine, Inc. and 

their vessels, have been based in Whatcom County for decades 

with all three of their kids growing up enjoying the Alaskan 

summers and working on the boats in some capacity. Though 

Mack’s son, Tanner (a WWC Board Member), is purchasing 

and will continue to run the Deco Bay, the sale of the Steelhead 

marked a bittersweet end to the commercial fishing boat 

ownership for Mack and AnnMarie.  
 

They have been an incredible employer to many young 

deckhands over the years and their legacy to Whatcom’s 

working waterfronts includes hiring and mentoring many 

deckhands and engineers that have since gone on to own their 

own vessels and businesses based out of Whatcom County. We 

are grateful to Mack and AnnMarie for all they have done to 

keep our working waterfronts thriving and wish them the best 

in their next endeavors! We’re also grateful that the DecoBay 

will still grace our harbor with its crisp blue/white paint job! 

 

 
 

 
 

Childcare on our Waterfronts 
 

At the request of past WWC member Brian Pemberton, various 

members of the Working Waterfront Coalition are exploring the 

issue of childcare, and how, possibly, the Coalition could be of 

assistance in organizing a dedicated maritime industries early 

learning/childcare facility. This is one very big and complex 

puzzle that befuddles even the largest of industries.  So far, we 

have met via Zoom with Bill Ziels, Whatcom Family YMCA 

CEO, Don Goldberg and Veronica Hammond of the Port of 

Bellingham, and lastly, David Webster and Abigail Tankersley 

of the Opportunity Council.  Funding for such a facility may be 

available via the Build Back Better program, and if the 

Coalition can organize itself preemptively, perhaps we can lay 

claim to some of those dollars.  The first step is to poll our 

membership on the need for such a facility, as well as gain some 

indication of monetary commitment.  
 

This is still very much in the exploratory phase, but the crying 

need for childcare/early learning opportunities demands we at 

least take a look at possible resolves.  It is one big elephant of 

an issue, and an expensive one at that.  Anyone in the Coalition 

who would like to attend these meetings are free to do 

so.  Contact Shirley Zuanich or Pete Granger to be included.   

 

Northwest Maritime Apprenticeship 

launches in Feb. 2022 
 

With a cohort of eight apprentices we proudly announce the 

launch of the first group of the Northwest Maritime 

Apprenticeship beginning February 1, 2022. Adapting the 

successful Marine Service Technician program developed by 

Quadrant Marine Institute in British Columbia, these 

technicians will be the first group to work towards full Journey-

level Certification. The Coalition is excited to work towards 

training professional marine technicians. Details to follow.  
 

 

 

On Deck: Mark your Calendars 
  

 January 2022 

  Tues., 11th     Annual Meeting – via Zoom –  

    details to follow 
 

 February 2022 

  Sat., 5th         Q1 Board Meeting 

  Mon., 1st.          Northwest Maritime Apprenticeship  

    launch 
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The Working Waterfront Coalition of Whatcom County does not,  

and shall not, discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion 

(creed), gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), 

 disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status,  

in any of its activities or operations. 

Mack oversees 

his two 

tenders at the 

dock.  

AnnMarie 

with the F/V 

Steelhead.  

mailto:admin@whatcomworkingwaterfront.org
http://www.whatcomworkingwaterfront.org/

